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In statements to the press on April 17, Nicaraguan government officials said the contras have
stepped up attacks on economic targets and civilians in recent weeks because of their "inability to
directly confront" the Sandinista army. The officials stated that the contras, which usually operate
in groups of 20, are regularly and consistently attacking cooperatives, destroying electricity pylons,
killing peasants and local community leaders. Nine contras recently captured during fighting in
northern Nicaragua reportedly informed the authorities that they had received explicit instructions
by CIA operatives to attack only civilian targets. The major objectives of contra operations, they said,
were to intimidate the population, and to cause the greatest possible material damage. The contra
prisoners also reported they were ordered to avoid clashes with the Sandinista army, and that the
CIA's major objective at present is to prevent or disrupt the "multi-ethnic assembly" scheduled for
April 22-24 in Puerto Cabezas. Representatives of the six ethnic groups on the Atlantic coast are
convening to discuss and draft a final version of Nicaragua's regional autonomy legislation. In the
15 days prior to April 17, said the officials, the contras killed 15 peasants and wounded 25 others. In
addition, approximately 10 electricity pylons were damaged or destroyed by explosives. (Basic data
from PRENSA LATINA, 04/16/87)
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